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NARRATIVE 


With Reflections on the Management of 
the late Conteſt ſor the Vicarage of 
LEE DES: 


In a Letter addreſs d to the Pariſhoners in general; 
and particularly to the Truſtees of the Advowlon: 


Friends, and Fellow-Chrifians ! 
HE Relation I have bore to you upwards 
of three and twenty Years, as a Miniſter 
legally called and appointed to preach the 
Word of God among you, makes it pro- 
per it not neceſſary to addreſs my ſelf to 
you, in a few Words, on the preſent Si- 
tuation of Affairs in this Pariſh. | | 
There can be few of you inſenſible of the pernicious 
Effects which the Conteſt to ſucceed your late Vicarhath 
unhappily produced. I heartily wiſh that the Event at laſt 


may turn out to your ſpiritual Edification and Advantage; 


and that the Perſon on whom that important Charge is 
likely to devolve, may in every Reſpect anſwer the De- 


ſcription, required in the Decree of Lord-Keeper Bacon, 


of being an able, learned, godly, ſufficient, and fit Perſon; 

i. e. a Man of God, throughly furniſhed for the great 

Work he is to undertake. Should this prove the Cale, 

it muſt be acknowledged to redound to the Credit of thoſe 

who had the Wiſdom and Prudence to make ſo good a 

Shoice; but even then, how far it would be from jar 
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fying the ſeveral Meaſures that have, as well before as 
ſince, been purſued, in order to render that Choice ef- 
fectual, is ſubmitted to be judgad of by the following 
Facts and Obſervations, for the Truth whereof I appeal 
to yourſelves. 

After the Death of the late Mr. Cookſon, which hap- 
pened on the 20th of February 1745, the Truſtees poſſeſs d 
of the Advowſon of the Vicarage were to act by the Di- 
rection of that Decree, whereby they became veſted in 
their Truſt, This and the Uſage upon former Vacancies 
was all the Light they had hen to go by; and neither 
of theſe preicribing any Rule or Method, whereby the 
ſeveral Truſtees were to be call*d together, the firſt Point 
naturally to be conſidered was, how they ſhould know 
each others Sentiments, or come to an Agreement about 
a Succeſſor to the late Vicar, Mr. Wilſon, Recorder 
of the Borough of Leedes, being at that Time the ſeni- 
or Truſtee reſident in the Pariſh, underſtood Lord Ba- 
con's Decree too well, to think himſelf or any one elſe 
authoriſed to ſummon his Fellow-Truſtees to a Meeting. 
He therefore propoſed it to one of the Churchwardens, 
as a Thing that would be proper for ſome of them to wait 
on the ſeveral Truſtees then in Town, and to ſignify it 
to each of them as their own Deſire, that they would 
pleaſe to meet their Brethren in the Truſt on the 27th of 
the ſame Month, at the Veſtry of the Pariſh Church. 
There were twenty of them who met accordingly ; when 
they ſettled and agreed on ſeveral Preliminaries to be a 
Rule of Proceeding at a future Meeting, which they ap- 

pointed to be held on the 22d of March following for the 
Choice of a Vicar; but, which is very remarkable, from 
what bath ſince happened, without ordering any Notice at 
all to be ſent or given of ſuch appointed Meeting to any 
of the four abſent Truſtees; who were left to get their 
Intelligence of it in ſuch a Manner as they could ;—— a 
clear Demonſtration how little this Circumſtance of No- 
tice (what Streſs ſoever hath Fnce been laid on it) was 
conſidered as neceſſary at that Time, in order to make a 
valid Preſentation. How 
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However, notwithſtanding this important Defect, the 
whole Number of Truſtees, (being willing then,” it ſeems, 
to execute their Truſt,) withoutComplaint from any hand 
of wanting due and ſufficient Notice, appeared at the 
Time and Place appointed ; when, proceeding to a Poll, 
the 24 Votes were equally divided, 12 being in my Fa- 
vour, and 12 for Mr. Kirſhaw. The Conſequence of 
this Equality was, a Propoſal from ſome Friend to Mr. 
Kirſhaw, that each Party ſhould prefent the Candidate 
they had voted for to the Archbiſhop of York, and leave 
it in bis Choice to grant Inſtitution to which of them he 
pleaſed, But this Propoſal, involving a Breach of Truſt 
in it, was objected to by the Truſtees in the oppoſite In- 
tereit, fo that nothing was concluded but that the Affair 
mult reſt, till ſome one of the Truſtees ſhould either die 
or change his Opinion; on which laſt ſuppoſed bare Poſ- 

fibility a very memorable Declaration was made, That 
* he could be no Man of Honour, who ſhould recede 
6 from what he had done.“ 

Things continuing in this Poſture almoſt five Months, 
about the 12th of Fuly Dr. Tomlinſon, a Truilee, 
who had voted by Proxy for Mr. Kirſbaw died in Lon- 
don ; of whoſe Death, that Gentleman is here called up- 
on to ſay, whether he had not Intelligence ſent him pre- 
ſently after; or whether he was kept unacquainted with 
it till the 5th of Auguſt, when the Rumour of it firſt 
came to my Hearing? It the fir, which there are Grounds 
to believe, was the Caſe, every Pariſhioner has a Right to 
enquire, why the popular Election, which not long after 
was ſet on Fovt, was zot begun ſooner ; ſince the Right 
which the People could gain by Devolution had already, 
been in Force more than three Weeks? Could it be for the 
Benefit of the Pariſh, that the Vicarage ſhould be kept vacant 
longer than was neceſſary? It is poſſible Mr. Kirfpaty 
may not chuſe to give an Anſwer to either of theſe Queſt- 
ions; but ill be does, the Privacy in which that A cci- 
dent was kept, and the forbearing to call the Pariſhioners 


together to chuſe themſelves a Vicar for ſo long a 1 ö 
* ah WI 
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will be ſtrong Preſumptions, That the De/ign at Bottom 
was, to, prevent the Truſtees from any further Meeting 
to execute their Truſt, under the falſe Suppoſition that 
the Equality of Votes was ſtill ſubſiſting; which was no 
better than endeavouring, as far as he could, to defraud 
them ALL of their Right ;--That, it by any Management 
it could be brought about that the fix Months could be 
got over, ſo that the Living might lapſe to the Ordinary, 
he had determined to have as few Obligations 7s the Peo- 
ble, as he had Hopes from the Trufees; however it af- 
terwards was-thought expedient, to court their Favour 
and ſollicit their Votes, with ſo much Induſtry, and un- 
becoming, not to ſay, ſimoniacal Application: All 
which I firmly believe was owing not ſo much to the Cir- 
cumſtance of Dr. Tomlin/on's dying after the Expirati- 
on of the four Months from the Vacancy of the Church, 
as 10 the Diſcovery that he was dead at all. 

1heſe Reflections being all I think proper for Inſertion 
in this Place, I hall now return to the Series of Facts which 
were immediately conſequent after Dr. Tomlinſon Death 
became publick and certain. My Friends being become 
the major Part of the Truſtees in being, were by me ap- 
phied to with 2 Requeſt that they would execute their 

Truſt, Now it happened that ſeveral of them were at that 
time out of the Pariſh z among whom was Sir Henry (then 
Mr.) 1hbbetfon to whom therefore I diſpatched a Meſſen- 
ger, with a hlank Letter of Attorney, which he thought 
fir to execute, empowering Mr. Mick/ethwait to act as 
his Deputy in what ſhould be neceffary towards an effect- 
val Choice and Preſentation of to me the vacant Viearage. 
The reſt who were abſent did the ſame; ſo that on the 
Evening of the 6th of Auguſt, being ſure of a Majority 
of Truſtees in my Fayour, I took Horſe and waited on 
Mr. Barker at Potter-Newton, with no other Intent than 
by acquainting him how my Affair ſtood, and /e/t:ing 
him know the Intention of my Friends to have a Meet- 
ng on the Day following, in order to a Confirmation of 
their Choice, and ſigning me a Preſentation, to prevail 


ma 
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with him to join with them, as I hoped he would, in 


what they ſhould do therein. 

The Anſwer he gave me was, that he bad heard of Dy. 
Tomlinſon's Death, but having ſeen none of Mr. Kirſhaw's 
Friends whereby he could inform himſelf of their Intentions, 
I muſt not expect that he wou'd play Booty; but that 
after he had met and conſulted with Them, which he 
expected to do the next Day, he wou'd concur in what 
ſhou*d be reſolved on at Their Meeting. 

On the 7th of Auguſt I viſited, with the ſame Deſign 
the Houſes of Meſſts. Tho. Deniſon, Wm, Preſton, and 
Robert Deniſon, without finding any of them at home; 
but was told by a Servant of the /aff, that her Maſter was 
gone to Prayers, at the Pariſh-Church ; whither there- 
fore I made my Way immediately; yet called firſt at the 
Houſe of Mr. Gautier, with Intent to deſire he wou'd be 
preſent when I ſhou'd ſpeak on the Subject beforemen- 
tioned to Mr. Robert Deniſon ; but Mr. Gautier being 
not at home, I expreſſed my Deſign to Mrs. Gautier, 
and requeſted Her to ſend a Meſſenger into the Church 
to ſee if Mr. Deniſon was there; and being preſently in- 
formed he was, I was in great unealineſs to find ſome 
proper Perſon to be a Witneſs of what ſhou'd paſs be- 
tween Mr. Deniſon and myſelf, when I ſhou'd accoſt 
him at his coming from the Church. 

While I was in this Diſtreſs Mr. Every and Mr. Mick- 
lethwait chanc'd to be riding down Kirkgate, whom 
therefore I applyed to, and acquainted with my Deſign ; 
requeſting they wou'd oblige me ſo far as to alight from 
their Horſes, which they readily conſented to, and wait 
with me for Mr. Deniſon's coming ; when upon bis ap- 

roach, which was ſoon after, I told him, as Mr, Every 
depoſes; That I had juſt before been at his Houſe, 
de where being informed that He was gone to Prayers 
« at the Pariſh-Church, I had made it my Buſineſs 
&« to meet him as he returned from thence; and did 
de farther in his Mr. Every's] hearing and Preſence, 
F acquaint him the ſaid Robert Deniſon, that —— 

| c 
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6 tees for the Vicarage who were in my Intereſt intend- 
* ed that Afternoon at Three o'Clock to meet at the 
% King's-Arms, to elett a Vicar tor the Vicarage afore- 
46 ſaid; and that I did alſo at the ſame Time, aſk the 
« ſaid Robert Deniſon, if the ſaid Robert Deniſon, or 
& any other of the Truſtees who were in the Intereſt of 
« Mr. Kirſhaw, wou'd attend at ſuch Meeting, and 
« join in the Election; And that the ſaid Robert Deni- 
* /on then made Anſwer, that He wou'd not attend there- 
te at, and believ'd that 0 other of the ſaid Truſtees who 
cc had voted for the ſaid Samuel Kirſhaw won'd attend 
« it; for that the Attorney General had given it as his 
« Opinion that be Power of the Truſtees was ceaſed 
« and determined: And that the ſaid Robert Deniſon 
« after this told me, that a Meeting of the Truſtees who 
« had voted for Mr. Kirfhaw, was to be had that ſame 
« Afternoon at the Talbot-Inn, at Five o'Clock ; upon 
** which I told him, that as the Meeting of my F riends 
« was intended to be had at the King's-Arms at Three o' 
« Clock; and as the meeting of the Friends of Mr. Kir- 
« aw was appointed at Five, I wou'd endeavour to 
* prevail with my own Friends to put off their Meeting 
« to the ſame Hour,” 

Had it not been for this Information from Mr. Deni- 
fon that Mr. Kirſhaw's Friends had appointed a Meet- 
that Afternoon, I had determined to wait on hem 
ing ſeverally at their Houſes, to acquaint them with what 
my Friends Intention was, and to deſire tneir Concurrence 
not that I conſidered this as a Thing neceſſary in Point 
of Law, but I reſolved to do it out of pure Complaiſance, 
and leſt it ſhou'd afterwards be objected to me as a De- 
— in. point of good Behaviour, if I had omitted doing 
For having conſulted with Mr. Wilſon on what was 
gore! to be done on that Occaſion; his Advice at firſt was, 
that Iſhou'd wait on Mr. Smith, who at that Time was 
Mayor, and requeſt that He in his own Name ſhou'd 
ſend lome of his own Officers to the ſeveral Gentlemen 
concerned in the Truſt; deſiring that they would pleaſe 
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to meet again, in order to fill up the Vacancy in the i I 
Church, which, now, by the Death of Dr. Tomlinſon be- | | 
ing become an odd Number, they might have an | | 
Opportunity of doing ; and withal to ſpecify both the | 
particular Time and Place for their ſo compleating what 
they had left unfiniſhed. PE oo 
I waited on Mr. Mayor accordingly, and acquainted 
him with this Advice of the Recorder; but, tho' I have 
no Reaſon to doubt of his Inclinations to ſerve me, he 
deſired to be excuſed; alledging as a Reaſon for his Non- 
compliance, That this being a Matter in which he had 
nothing to do as a Magiſtrate, he did not chuſe to ſub- 
ject himſelf to a Charge of Impertinence, in having 
taken upon himſelf to Summon Gentlemen together, in a 
Buſineſs wherein he had 0 Authority. | 
This Anſwer of the Mayor I communicated to Mr. | 
Wilſon, whe, knowing the ſame Objection wou'd naturally 
lye againſt every other Perſon giving the Notice, and 
that the Lord Bacon's Decree, neither required nor im- 
powered any on to give it, was of Opinion it might be 
done as effectually by my/e!f; at the ſame Time, that it 
wou'd be a Token of Reſpect. ects 
Accordingly I ſet about it, as related above, and had 
actually been at Four of the Truſtees Houſes before I 
met with Mr. Robert Deniſon, who, being a principal 
Perſon in forming the Intereſt oppoſite to mine; it is | 
left for any Man to Judge, whether there was or cn d 
be any thing Unfair, or Clandeſtine in what my Friends 
propoſed and intended to do at their Meeting. On 
the contrary, it was a Thing generally known. and be- 
lieved throughout the Town that my Election wou'd be 
perfected and a Preſentation ſigned that very Afternoon. 
——Yet before that was done, I made it my Buſineſs to 
acquaint my Friends with the Converſation which had 
paſſed with Alderman Deniſon, and of the Meeting he 
had told me was to be at the Talbot, at Five o Clock, 
of Mr. Kirfpaw's Friends. For which Reaſon | deſired 


They wou'd Poſtpone their own aſſembling together 8 
the 
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the King's Arms till the ſame Hour; which being readily 
alſented to, 1 ſent Mr. Moxon to acquaint Mr. Deni ſon 
therewith, which accordingly he has depoſed upon his 
Oath, that he did. | 

On the ſame Day, viz. Auguſt 5th, at Five o Clock, 
Mr. Wilſon, Mr. Sawer, Mr. Micklethwait. Mr. 
Cookſon, Mr. Lodge, Mr. Fenton, and Mr. Gervaſe 
Smith, triet in purſuance of my Requeſt ; and the fir 
Thing they did, after they were all aſſembled, . was to 
depute Mr. Thomas Lodge and my Self, to wait on the 
Gentlemen, ſuppoſed, according to Mr. Deniſon's In- 
formation, to be at the ſame time aſſembled at theT albot, 
and to acquaint them with the Buſineſs They were going 
about, and to deſire their Concurrence, according to 
the Agreement which they had ali ſigned the 27th of 
the preceeding February, ( viz. ) to joyn in a Preſenta- 
tion of ſuch Candidate, as ſhou'd appear at a future 
Meeting to have a Majority of Truſtees in his Favour. 

This Meflage we went to deliver accordingly ; but 
meeting with Mr. New/ham in our way, I ſtopped him 
to aſk whether any of Mr. Kirfaw's Friends in the 
Truſt were got together at his Houſe? He anſwered, 
that ſeveral of them had been there, but that they were 
all gone again, and diſperſed, not having ſtayed long 
enough to ſit down, or to call for a Glaſs of Wine. 

Now, I call upon the Gentlemen who thus met and 
diſperſed, viz. Meſſieurs Thomas and Robert Deniſon, 
William Prefiin, Henry Pawſon, Edmund Barker, 
Richard Tottie,, John Brooke, and Robert Dixon, to 
ſay what the True, not the Pretended, Reaſon was of 
this ſudden Diſperſion. Whether it was not purpoſely 
to avoid an Application which They Feared and Expect- 
ed, wou'd be ſent from the other Truſtees at the King's- 
Arms, to deſire their Concurrence, in the Choice and 
_ Preſentation of ſome Perſon to the Vicarage? If any 
One amongſt them will Conſcientiouſly Affirm that this 
was no part of the Aim in View; or that He really had 
it not in His Power for want of Knowledge only, and 

19 
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not of Inclination to concur in what was going forward 
at the King's- Arms, I will ſubmit Publickly to aſk 
Pardon of ſuch Perſon for having ſuſpected him of 
being drawn into Wilful and Corrupt Perjury. 

But when I ſee an Anſwer cooked up like that of 
Alderman Deniſon to my Bill in Chancery, with all the 
Artifice imaginable to diſguiſe His real Knowledge 
and to make a Shew of Vis pretended Ignorance of 
the appointed Meeting of my Trustees, and the Purport 
of it —— when the Diſcourſe I had with him is repre- 
ſented by Mr. Every and Mr. Micklethwait, both 
Gentlemen of the ſtricteſt Honour, and upon their 
Oaths, ſo very differently from that Studied Tale which 
He has related himſel, of what paſſed between us, at 
His return from Church ;—and when the reſt of the Gen- 
tlemen whom J here apply to, once more, for an explicite 
Anſwer to this Queſtion, whether They knew or were 
Ignorant of my Friends Meeting at the King's-Arms, 
and the Intent of it,— when theſe Gentlemen, I fay, 
inſtead of anſwering to the Point directly, are found 
manifeſtly endeavouring to evade it, referring them- 
ſelves to Mr. Robert Deniſon's Anſwer, and under the 
ſtudied Imperfection and Ambiguity of That ſeeking 
a Colour for their own Ignorance of a Thing they 
either did or might certainly have known, if They had 
ſo pleaſed —— They muſt excuſe me if I fear that al? 
this Shuffling and Mincing the Truth, to the Prejudice 
and irreparable Damage of a Perſon whoſe whole Aim 
was Fair and Honourable, and whoſe Openneſs and 
Ingenuity has been the very Handle laid hold on, 
whereby to ruin His Juſt Pretentions, will mare their 
laſt Moments, if they be then in their Senſes, ul of 
Remorſe and Bitterneſs; and that they will fee Things 
then in quite another Light, than at preſent the Blaze 
of Party-Zeal, and the Inſolence of Conqueſt, will ſuffer 
them to be viewed in, and conſidered as they ought to 
be. And let not any Man imagine that theſe Forchod- 


ings which I feel, and which I pray to GOD, that 
nong 
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none of them may experience hereafter to prove too true 
when it comes to be too late for Repentance, are thrown 
out from any Hopes or Proſpect which I have of Re- 
building my Pretenſions, or renewing my Title. No, 
am better acquainted with the Corruptions of the 
World, than fooliſhly to expect that Truth and Juſtice 
are likely, by dint of their own Force, to get the better 
of Prejudice; of Prejudice eſpecially that has gathered 
Strength from a long Oppoſition, and finds it ſelf at 
laſt crewned with Victory and Triumph. 

But to return from this Digreſſion, if it will bear that 
Name; finding from Mr. Newſham that it was to no 
purpoſe for Mr. Lodge and myſelf to proceed any far- 
ther, we return'd immediately to the King's-Arms, and 
inform'd the Gentlemen we had there left of the Intelli- 
gence we had got of Mr. Kirſbaw's Friends having met 
and diſperſed in the manner aforeſaid ; from which the 
unanimous Concluſion was, that the oppoſite Party had 
determined o ſpun having any Thing to do in confirm- 
ing my Election, or fiening my Preſentation — And Mr. 
Wilſon judging neither of thoſe to be neceſſary, adviſed 
the Company preſent to proceed in finiſhing the Buſineſs 
they were met for, —--Accordingly being furniſhed with 
the Letters of Attorney from Sir William Rooke, Sam. 
Killingbeck, Sir Henry (at that time Mr.) Jbbetjon, 
Walter Stanhope and Richard Lepton, Eſqrs. who, to- 
gether with themſelves, were a Majority of all the ſur- 
viving Truſtees, they ſign'd my Preſentation ; which, 
accompanied with Mr. Bar/iow, and his Clerk, I carried 
immediately to Mr. Robt. Deniſon, requeſting Him, and 
Mr. Barker who was at that time with Him, that they 
wou'd pleaſe to join in ſetting their Hands to it But 
what was their Anſwer ? That they wanted due or /uf- 
Fcient Notice of my Friend's Meeting? Or, that they 
were nos appriged what the Intent or Purport of it was? 
No, They ſuggeſted nothing with any ſuch Tendency ; 
i pat was reſerv'd for an Engine to deſtroy my Title if 
Occaſion inculd bg fopnd jor it afterwgrds , but for the 
9 preſent 
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prefent, they excuſed themſelves with alledging, That 
the Truſtees had lapſed their Time for Action; that the 
Attorney General had given his Opinion, that the Right 
of Election, after four Months, had devolved upon the 
Pariſhioners at large ; and in ſhort they abſolutely refuſed 
to ſign it. The like Tender was made to each of the 
other Truſtees in Town ( excepting Mr. Thomas Deni- 
ſon and Mr. Pawſon who cou'd neither of them be found) 
and an Anſwer to the ſame Effect with Mr. Deni ſon's 
was received from each of them. Had there any Objec- 
tion been raiſed at that Time, againſt the Imperfection 
or Shortneſs of the Notice given them, it might eaſily 
then, and there is all the Reaſon in the World to believe 
it wou'd, have been removed, and ſome future Day ap- 
pointed for their better Conveniency of aſſembling toge- 
ther. To take Advantage therefore of ſuch an Omiſſion 
an Omiſſion, which theſe very Truſtees themſelves muſt 
naturally have fallen into, in the like Caſe ; an Omiſſion 
which muſt be owned to have conſiſted only in matter 
of Form); for the Subſtance, which was Knowledge of 
what was tranſacting, it will not I preſume be denied 
they were poſſeſs'd of; an Omiſſion, owing its Original 
entirely to the Imperfecton of Lord Bacon's Decree; an 
Omiſſion, that never had been inſiſted on before, and 
which it was not known in what manner it cou'd have 
been properly prevented; to ate Advantage of ſuch a 
Circumſtance, I ſay, to the Subverſion of a juſt and otherwiſe 
legal Title, to the great Detriment of a Perſon's Fortune 
and Family whoſe Duty it was to ſupport and maintain 
it, and which even ſtill might be made valid, but for 
the Death of one Patron, the Abſence of another, and 
theDeſertion, as it ſeems without Grounds of a third, all 
long fince the Time of my Preſentation's bearing Date; 
if this be acting either by the Rule of Reaſon, or the 
Laws of Chriſtianity, which both inculcate ſtrongly the 
Duty of doing as we wou'd be done by, then I muſt own 
myſelt incapable of judging what is right or wrong. 


The Thread of my Story wou'd here lead me to a Re- 
= prelentation 
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preſentation of the Tumults and Diſtractions occaſioned 
by the popular Elefion —a Scheme projected without 
the leaſt Foundation either in Reaſon, Law, or Cuſtom to 
ſupport it — yet ſufficient, as it unhappily proved, to o- 
blige me to a legal Proſecution and Enforcement of my 
own Claim. But I chuſe to forbear dwelling on a Sub- 
jet, which muſt neceſſarily renew, in every ſerious 
Chriſtian, many ſhocking Ideas of the manifold Propha- 
nations of that ſacred Place, which is the Scene of our 
ſolemneſt Acts of Devotion, Give me leave therefore 
only to put you in Remembrance, that I had no Hand 
in, nor concern'd myſelf about the Event of it; and that 
however ſeveral of Mr. Kirfhaw's Friends wou'd appear 
in their Anſwers to my Bill in Chancery, to have con- 
_ cerned themſelves no otherwiſe at it than as meer Specta- 
tors, I cannot underſtand how that can be reconciled with 
the Depoſitions of other Perſons upon Oath, that ſome 
of *em were not only the Contrivers, but the Conductors 
and principal Abettors of it. WIN 

I cannot take my Leave without ſome little Notice of 
the various Reflections, which, from the Time of my ap- 
pearing as a Candidate for the Vicarage, were very induſ- 
triouſly raiſed and propagated to the Diſadyantage of my 
Character. For though Calumny and Slander in every 
Inſtance are heinous Offences in the Sight of God, yet 
the Malignity of them may be heightned not a little, by 
the aggravating Circumſtance of being levell'd at Men, 
whoſe Office being to miniſter in holy Things, heir pri- 
vate Conduct cannot be aſperſed without great Detriment 
to the publict Cod. *Tis on this Conſideration that my 
Heart bleeds for ſeveral among you; who, though they 
cannot but be conſcious of their Guilt on this Head, Iam 
afraid are in no Diſpoſition to repent of it; which yet 
unleſs they do, neither my Declaration of my hearty For- 
giveneſs, which they here have, nor the Abſalution of 
that Paſter whom they defigned thoſe Slanders ſhould be 
inſtrumental in ſerving and procuring to be ſet over them, 


will avail them any Thing at the Day of Retribution. 
Fer 
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For let them not vainly flatter themſelves, that having 
handed to others ſuch Reports only, as they had 
both heard and believed to be true, will be ſufficient to 
+aſtify their Conduct at God's Tribunal. For, if the pub- 
lication even of known Truths tending to defame one's 
Neighbour be criminal in all Caſes where ſuch Publication 
is not neceſſary; what muſt heir Guilt be, who have been 
induſtrious in ſpreading Reports to the Diſparagement of 
a Miniſter of Chriſt, when leſs Pains than they uſed to 
blaſt his Reputation, might have brought them in irrefra- 
gable Proof, that the very Ground was falſe on which 
theſe Reports were raiſed? That his is the Caſe of ſeve- 
ral among you I have the Charity to believe; Charity I 
ſay, as being willing to hope, that there are not many of 
ſo bad a Turn, as wilfully to have propagated malicious 
Stories, knowing them to be falſe, Who the few may 
be that are really Guilty of that preſumptuous Wicked- 
neſs, their own Conſciences can beſt inform them, parti- 
cularly theirs who were the fir Inventors, as knowing 
themſelves deſtitute of a /ing/e Fact, to bear them out in 
maintaining the miſchievous Tales they ſent out into the 
World, and which were the Spawn originally of their 
own wicked Heads, in Conjunction with their worſe and 
more corrupt Hearts. 

I ſhall cloſe theſe Reflections with deſiring you 10 note, 
that how juſt ſoever my Ground of Complaint is againſt. 
thoſe Truſtees, who compelPd me to ſeek Redreſs by 
Law, from the Sufferings they have cororived to bring 
me under; yet by what has been faid, not the leaſt Im- 
peachment is either due, or intended againſt the Honour 
and Equity of that Court, which, for Want of Evidence 
of the Truths abovementioned, and which had been ſti- 
fled in the Breaſts of thoſe who knew them to be Truths, 
has not decreed in Favour of my Claim. Yet, however 
by this Means the Cure of your Souls is likely to center 
in other Hands, a Readineſs to aſſiſt you in any Office, 
that may contribute to the furtherance of your Salvation, 
ſhall never be found wanting in your faithful Friend and 


humble Servant 
Leedes, March 11th 37514 7 ames Sort. 
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